FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MAY 6, 2003

PLEASANTON PTA MEMBERS IN SACRAMENTO

Eighteen representatives from six Pleasanton schools were among the 4,037 delegates to the California State PTA’s 104th annual convention held May 1-4th in Sacramento.  They took part in conducting the organization’s business, sharing ideas and learning from conferences offered on a wide range of topics.  The convention’s theme “Feed the mind, Feed the Body, Feed the Spirit” focused delegates on current issues affecting children.  

Delegates passed a resolution calling for every child in California’s public schools to have access to the School Breakfast Program.  A second successful resolution called for alternatives to zero tolerance through positive behavior mentoring and other programs offering preventative disciplinary responses to students seeking help with drug abuse.  Delegates were passionate in their defense of PTA’s position on class size reduction.  California PTA members continue to believe that no more than 20 students should be in any K-3 classroom.

Speakers urged PTA members to contact their California state legislators to ensure that the current budget crisis does not impair the progress being made in building a world-class education system in our state.  State Treasurer, Phil Angelides noted that Californians annually spend 10 times as much on automobiles as they do on education.

Pleasanton delegates attended conferences on topics such as school crisis and emergency planning; testing and assessment; the current state budget situation; acceptance, diversity and preventing hate; building a grassroots advocacy campaign; and student involvement in Parent Teacher Student Associations (PTSAs) among others.  Delegates will take the valuable lessons learned back to their school sites to enhance the work they do for all of our children.  

Jill Buck, President of the Pleasanton PTA Council, noted “that the convention was motivational, inspirational and awe inspiring.  We are part of an important organization which works night and day to support the needs of children.”

For more information, contact Jill Buck, President at (925) 931-0386.

