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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OCTOBER 14, 2003

PLEASANTON PTA CHAMPIONS SAVING THE LIVES OF STUDENT ATHLETES THROUGH A DEFIBRILLATOR PROGRAM

An estimated 5,000 – 7,000 children with no previous symptoms die suddenly, from cardiac failure, in the United States each year
.  Sudden death related to undetected cardiac anomalies appears to occur most often among high school athletes.  These athletes rarely display symptoms immediately prior to the event and sudden death may be the first sign something is wrong.  Research indicates that the faster defibrillation is performed, the greater the chance of survival.  It is estimated that over 90% of sudden cardiac onset victims survive when defibrillation occurs within 2 minutes of the onset of cardiac failure.  This drops to less than 5% when defibrillation is delayed 10 minutes or more.
  The American Heart Association estimates that 40,000 more lives could be saved annually in the U.S. alone if defibrillators were more widely available and could reach victims more quickly.

The Pleasanton PTA Council will be hosting an informational presentation on implementing a public access defibrillation program in local high schools.  We are working with the coordinators of Project Adam, a program based out of the Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin.  The Project is named in memory of Adam, an apparently healthy 17-year old athlete, who suffered sudden cardiac death during a high school basketball game on January 22, 1999.  

The presentation, by Project Adam Program Administrator, Lorie Utech, RN/BSN, will be held on:

Thursday, November 6th at 7:00 pm

Multi-Purpose Room

Amador Valley High School

1155 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton

Representatives from Philips Medical Systems, a manufacturer of defibrillators appropriate for pediatric use, will also be present at the meeting.  Parents, coaches, school administrators and other interested individuals are encouraged to attend.  

For more information, contact:

 Debbie Look, Vice-President of Communication at (925) 600-0958 

Jamie Hintzke, Vice-President of Education & Health Services (925) 846-0185

4750 First Street


Pleasanton, CA 94566


Tel.  925-846-3257


Fax  925-426-0564


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pleasantonpta.org" ��www.pleasantonpta.org�
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