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May 7, 2004

SAVING THE LIVES OF CHILDREN WITH FOOD ALLERGIES

The Pleasanton PTA Council is thrilled to announce that the resolution on “Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis in Schools” which they sponsored, received overwhelming support by the 5,000 delegates attending the 105th Annual California State PTA Convention in Long Beach, May 3-6th.  Pleasanton PTA Council urged its fellow PTA’s to promote awareness of the dangers to children with severe food allergies and to encourage the development of policies, within school districts, to manage life threatening allergies and anaphylaxis in schools across California. 

The California School Nurses Organization, the Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Network and the Peralta District PTA all endorsed this resolution.  This was one of only four resolutions put before the delegates for consideration.  The vetting process to reach the floor of the State PTA convention is very arduous.  Officials with the State PTA noted that the Pleasanton PTA’s resolution on food allergies was thoroughly researched and very well presented.

Pleasanton PTA Council believes that given the increasing incidence of food allergies among children in the U.S. and the potential severity of allergic reactions, it is imperative that schools take a proactive approach to protecting the lives of children in their care by implementing policies that address awareness, avoidance and emergency response, including the availability of epinephrine.  Vice-President of Health and Education, Jamie Hintzke noted “although the Pleasanton Unified School District has addressed this issue, through a policy adopted by the School Board in November, 2003, we believe it is important to share this information with our colleagues throughout the state so that others are informed and can take action to protect the lives of children in their communities as well.” 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has recognized May 9-15, 2004 as Food Allergy Awareness Week.  In his remarks to the Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Network, he noted that “Hundreds of Americans die each year due to food-induced anaphylaxis, and I salute your efforts to increase public awareness about this acute reaction… I commend your commitment to the well being of Californians through advocacy and education.”

For more information:  

Debbie Look, VP, Communications, Pleasanton PTA Council  (925) 600-0958 look49@comcast.net
BACKGROUND


Severe food allergies currently affect 3-8% of school-aged children and the prevalence of food allergies among children in the U.S. has increased substantially with the incidence of peanut allergies doubling in the last five years.  Accidental ingestion or exposure, by children, occurs most often at school where 1 in 5 children with food allergies will have a reaction.  Even a minute amount of a food allergen can cause a reaction known as anaphylaxis, a potentially life threatening event that can occur within minutes of exposure to the food.  Epinephrine is the treatment of choice for anaphylaxis.  Fatalities result when there is a delay in the administration of epinephrine or when it is not administered at all.  

Pleasanton PTA Council is an umbrella organization comprised of over 5,000 members in 8 local PTA affiliated schools:  Alisal, Fairlands, Hearst, Mohr, Vintage Hills and Walnut Grove elementary schools as well as Harvest Park Middle School and Amador Valley High School.  For more information, see www.pleasantonpta.org
The Peralta District PTA covers Alameda County and includes approximately 160 PTA units in Alameda, Albany, Berkeley, Castro Valley, Fremont, Hayward, Livermore, Newark, Oakland, Pleasanton, San Leandro and San Lorenzo. http://www.myschoolonline.com/site/0,1876,1946-200118-1-91738,00.html
The mission of the California State PTA, with over 1 million members, is to “represent our members and to empower and support them with skills in advocacy, leadership, and communication to positively impact the lives of all children.”  www.capta.org
The Pleasanton Unified School District adopted policy #5536, “Management of Life Threatening Allergies” on November 18, 2003.  www.pleasanton.k12.ca.us
The purpose of the California School Nurses Organization is to promote and strengthen the role of school nurses in the educational community.  www.csno.org
The Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Network is based in Fairfax, Virginia and has over 26,000 members worldwide.  Their mission is “to raise public awareness, to provide advocacy and education, and to advance research on behalf of all of those affected by food allergies and anaphylaxis.”  www.foodallergy.org  
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