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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 17, 2003

PLEASANTON GOES GREEN

At the September 16th City Council meeting, the councilors voted to award a $45,000 grant to the Pleasanton PTA Council to support its Go Green Initiative in the eight PTA schools in Pleasanton.  These funds were allocated from the City’s Measure D reserve funds, monies received from the Alameda County Recycling Board to implement recycling programs.  

This partnership, between the City and the Pleasanton PTA Council, addresses the City’s goal of developing a comprehensive recycling program at each PUSD school site to maximize diversion and promote conservation and environmental awareness.  The Go Green Initiative, developed locally by the Walnut Grove Elementary PTA, is designed to teach children to be responsible caretakers of the planet; and to heighten community awareness of, and participation in, environmentally responsible behavior.  

The funds from the grant will be available, via the Pleasanton PTA Council, to the eight schools which are currently PTA affiliates:  Alisal, Mohr, Phoebe Apperson Hearst, Valley View, Vintage Hills and Walnut Grove Elementary Schools as well as Harvest Park Middle School and Amador Valley High School.  The local PTA units, at the schools that choose to participate in the Go Green Initiative, will use the funds to:

· provide teachers with funds for curriculum materials that address the Go Green concepts in the classroom

· sponsor after-school programs that reinforce conservation and environmental awareness

· host educational assemblies regarding the environment and recycling efforts

· sponsor Earth Day activities in their school

· promote other activities aimed at diverting school waste from the waste stream

Due to the success of the Go Green Initiative, the California State PTA has authorized the dissemination of the program to PTA’s statewide and the Texas State PTA adopted the program in July 2003.  

Pleasanton PTA Council President, Jill Buck noted, “We are so pleased to receive the full support of the City of Pleasanton in our ongoing Go Green Initiative.  By working together to promote environmental awareness in our students, we expect the effects to filter through to families and ultimately the entire community.  In this way, we are protecting the environment for future generations of Pleasanton families”.  

For more information, call Jill Buck, President at (925) 846-3257.
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